AWAKEN IN GS A Preliminary Poll of Circumcised Men

Revealing the Long-Term Harm and Healing the Wounds of Infant Circumcision

CONTENTS
PlOEACE .ottt a ettt eh s a e a e R R e e i
ACKNOWISAZIMENT ... s iv

Genital Mutilation: The Rude Awakening
Three distinct perspectives from:

Cultural anthroPologists..........covviiiiiiiiiiiitie e e sttt 1
Legal and constitutional 8ChOIATS. .............ooiiiiiiiiiiii e 5
Medical ProfeSSIONALS ......cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir et e e e e e e et a e e s e e e 6
First Awakening: Foreskin Facts and Medical Misinformation
The Prepuce Defined: Its Structure, Development, Function and Value.................ooooooiii 12
Sensitivity: The Prepuce va. the GIans ............cccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 15
Value of the Prepuce to the Aging Male ..ottt 16
What the Neonatal Surgery INVOIVES ..........ccooriiiiiiiiiiiit ittt et an et e e aae s 17
Immediate Risks and Long-Term Physical Complications..............cccoiiiiiiiiiii e 19
Cost to Parents and Health INSUIETS. ... e et ee e e e e et e e aaaaes e 24
Cost Analysis of Neonatal CIrCUIMCISION. ..........ccoccuitiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ettt e 25
Insurance and Health RISKS .......coccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e ee et ress st e e s e teeeser et et ettt see et eeanetrannenes 25
Health Insurance Models: The Oregon and Ontario Plans................ccccoiiiiiiiiiiini e 26
Physicians Hospitals and Health Insurers Opposed to Neonatal Circumecision.............ccocoooovviiman 27
Ethics and Contraindicated SUT@EIY ...... ..ot ettt eee e e e ee ettt eeeaennnntesaeasaaaens 27
Ethics and Non-Consenting MINOTS........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei ettt e e e e e e e eeteee et eeeeteeasae e eeanaraeaeenes 28
Ethics, Misinformation and Emotional Conflict............cooomiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e 30
Ethics V. FCOMOMIICS. .....u i ietieiit ettt ettt et e ee et e eeaeeabb e e ettaa e aeeeannban eeeas et e aaeseseesninns 33
Commonly-Held Misinformation Perpetuating Neonatal Circumcision:
OVBIVIBW ..o ittt ettt ettt e e e ettt e e s e e e e et st an e aetaae s ee e rebhn e teteeee e e eeteananr e en s 34
PrOPIYLAXIS ..... ittt et e e et e et ettt e eeeeae et eeae ettt aeeae e bt anaeean s aeaestreasn e aerecene 35
Personal HYZIEIIE .......cooiiiiiiii e et et e s e ettt et e e ettt ettt e ee e aes 36
Phimosis and Paraphimogis........ocooooiiiiiiiii e e 37
Penile CamCEY ... iiii ettt ettt ettt ettt e e et e e e et reettn e aet e e ataesaan e ar e ee i aaaeahaeaanannas 37
CeIVICAL CANICET . .. ... .e it ettt e ettt e e ettt et e e et e ree s e seeeaetena e e aesatanaeseesbs s e e senn e e eeeesebsabsnnnnen 38
Urinary Tract INFECtION ... et se e s e e e e e ettt ettt et 39
Sexually Transmitted Diseases & AIDS..... ... e s e e s s e e ae e e e e eeeesrasrmrrreanees 40
INFATIE PAITL. ..oooiiiiiii e ettt te et et ettt e ae et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e b ttnt bbb ttaraabeseae e enntnnnreneees 42
Aesthetic APPEATATICE . .......oioiii ittt e e e e e e e et e et et ettt et e e e e e e 43
Parental Rights . .....coooii ettt e e ee e e aeee et e e ae e st aas s s neae 44
Position of the American Academy of PediatriCs .........coocvviviiiveiiieieiiicciee e ae e 44
Mutilation by Any Other NAIIE .......ooooiiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e e e e e e e et st b b aeeeee e e e seasanas 45
Second Awakening: History and Psychology of Circumcision in America
Brief Cultural History of Circumcision in AINETICA ...........uuutuiiiiiiiiirieaieeeteieeeee e ettt e eeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeaeaeae s 46
MEAICAL POLIEICS ...uvunii ittt e e et e ettt e e e e e e et e e e e et e e e e e et eee e e et eeae e ne e e et ee e aaaeaaaenns 48
Learning from the Past: Britain's EXPerience ... e, 49
Psychology of American Circumcision Attitudes
The ADerTant CiIrCUIICISEY . ........oiut i e e e e e e, 50
Parental Attitudes About the Child............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 54
Coping Mechanisms Among Circumeised Males...........o.uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e 56
RePIeSSION. .....ouii ettt e e e e e e 58
TENIOTATIOR. ... e et 59
Demal ... et e ettt e e, 60
RationaliZAtiOn. ... ......vuuiiiiiiiiiiie et e e 60
DefEIMBIVEIIESS. ...ttt e e e e e a e e e ettt a e ae e e e et e e s e e ee et an e aeeeteeeaeenaens 61
Ambivalence, Trivialization and HUIOY ...ttt 61

Summation of Circumeision PEYChOIOZY. ... ......o.oii it 63



Third Awakening: Men Recount the Rape of the Phallus

Factors Affecting Quality of HATTN. ...t 64
Acknowledging the Potential for Long-Term Emotional and Psychological Harm ...........ccoooiiiinn 68
Demographics of the AWakenings SUIVEY. .........ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiii i 72
MethodOIOZY USEA .......ccoouiiiiiieieiiieie ettt e et bb e e sttt e e et s s e e s 73
The JOUITEYMEIL SUIVEY ........cooiuuiiiiiieie ettt ea et e s e st 73
Statistical Overview of the Awakenings SUYVEY ..............cocccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 76
Sample Comments from Respondents ..........cccooioiiiiiiiiiiiii 77
SUIVIVOTS, NOt VIO IS ... oottt ettt et er et e e eae e e mcaansaneaatantnaaaaaersasassionsaesesenasanenancaseunenns 78
EvolItION Of AWATEIIESE ... ..oovit it it ettt e ee ettt eeeeertent e seeeeeennnaa s e eetete e s esaaan e sasesnasnaeen et snnaaanes 78
Discussion of Physical and Sexual Harm:
(0,45 o T=3 A O PUSUSTPUP PP 79
SEIUTHVIEY ... oo eeeseeeeeeeeseeeseeeeee e e s e eeesees e s oo ee e ees e es et es s et e e et e 81
Affect of Male Circumcision on Female Sexual EXperience. ...........c.cccovcmiiiiiieciiiiiiiiiiiiin e 84
Discussion of Emotional and Psychological Harm:
L0105 o 13 A O OO SPRII 85
Self-Esteem and Intimate Relationships...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e 85
Violation of Body OWRETSIED .. .c.cuniiiiiiiieiiie it e et e e e eat e e s aatt s e e s e e ae e 87
Religious Attitudes and Spiritual Integrity .........cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 89
Circumcision and MiSOZYILY. ........coeiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiieit ittt e see e e s s e s e e e et eeeeeett et et atat et s saen e eeeeaanaeeaaeaeeas 92
Statistical Incidence of Uncircumecision (Foreskin Restoration)..............cooccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieniee e 93
Extent of Desire for Retribution: What Should be Done to Circumcisers?...............cccoereerviniieieeenicineeee e 95
Medical Ambivalence t0 HAYTI ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiicerrcrcris s e eeereres e e e e e aeaetete e e et aabs s eseseeaeaeeeaaaeeaeaaeeteaaeeas 96
Concern for Men's Overall HEalth. .. ...ttt e ettt e e e e e e s et e e v aeaeaeea e s nennaeeaeeeas 99
Fourth Awakening: Toward Healing
The Challenge ANEad ..........u i e e e et ee e e e et e e e e e e e e aeeaeserarneeeesebennseneaeaaeesens 101
Uncircumeision SUPPOTE GIOUDS. .......uuitii i ittt et e e ttiera e e e e ee e ttereeeraratssaesessasanaeseesassnnssesrenssssnnsnnnnns 102
Men Speak Out......ccc..ooeeieeenie. ettt ettt ettt e et e ettt eete e eeeatn e ee et et aett e ae s aetatn e aentn e eentanaeaennnns 103
S0CIAL ACHIVISIN ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et e e e ee ettt et e e aeaeeeaeaeeaeeeeeetanaaansnrnnnnaaaeaannannes 104
Medical Conscientiols ODJECHIONL. .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit e ee et er e e e e e e e reaeeeeesrabr bttt e eaeeaeasaasaensasnanens 105
- 1] LT o U S USSP U PUPRPRP USSP UPPP 106
Te@ALl REAIESS. . .ot e e e et e e e e e e et e e e eeaeeeerae et e b ettt e bt e eeaaaaateaesbearanar bbbt nrerebenes 107
Suggestions for Further Investigations ... e e 108
Summary and Conclusion:
SUIIIITIATY . . ... et ettt et et e e et e e e e et e e e st e eeeeeees it sesssnserennsestneassntnaeaesnrnnnns 109
New Answers Spawn NeWw QUESHIONS ........cooiiiiiiiiiiii et 110
COMCIULSIONE ...t e et e e e e e e e s e s e e e e e e e aaaeaeaaaeeeaaeaeaeee e et aeer e a e eeeeseseeesaeaesasnreeeeeeneeees 111
REFEIOIICES . .....ooiiiiii et e e e et e et e e e e e e er bttt e e ra b e et aeae e e e e e e et neae e s 113
Appendix
Harm Documentation FOrm.... ...ttt e e A-1
Harm Documentation Statistical OVeIVIEW...........cooiiriiiiiiiiiiii e e et e A-3
Samples of Completed Harm Documentation FOrms. ..... ...ttt A-9
Estimated Incidence of Neonatal Circumcision Complications (Physical Only)

Affecting Males Born in the U.S. Between 1940 and 1990.............ccccoiiiiiiieiiiiiiiics e A-31
Why Does Infant Circumcision Persist in North America? ...........cocooiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e A-33
A Review of Medical Literature Exposes Continued Misinformation Concerning Circumecision .................... A-35
What are Men Saying About Infant CircumciSion?.............coovcviiiiiiiiiie e A-43
ReS0UTCE MAterials........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e e et e e e s et e e te e e e earaes A-47
L3110 =4 o= o o} RSSO RN RT DT OOP PRSI A-49
Resource OrganizZations...........oooii ittt e e e e e e e ae e ne e a e aeaes A-49
Declaration of the First International Symposium on CIreumCiSION ... ..couuieriiueeieeeee e A-50

© 1994 National Organization to Halt the Abuse and Routine Mutilation of Males
NOHARMM  P.O. Box 460795  San Francisco, CA 94146



