ﬁ
~C

EMPTY CLOSET

TAMARA LEIGH Edicor
.[-.ll'.'i.lu'!.J[.n;n' |I|.||..|||IJII-\.'l.'.|II*_"
585-244-8640 x22
MIGHTY SPARK DESIGN
Graphic Design
|Illh"|"lt'|"||"'.llLlll"‘IFI:'l Ciim

ZACH BROWN PHOTOGRAPHY
Cowver L'|:.|'-r||:,_'|| .II."h'!.'

[asue princed by

I..I L § |I|.|.'|'I'I r|-.|:|1:.-. INLUrIes:

ecads@outalliance.org

Out Alliance

All Ways Authentic

e OGur Alliance works o be
champions for LGBTO+ life
.Ir'll1 i IIIrIIII.'. III-“'«"f SEFIVE TO Ensure
[l'l.l.r ||| I:'I'Il:"|'||.||1'|"-l.'I |IHI
LGE T+ communities, ar all
'.|.|:,'_r'. n.|| ||||_'|| ]I'.'l"\. die |||.'|' [ 4]
be fully participaring citizens
living lives in which they are
wife, stable and fully respected

Ulnited Way #1135

THE OUT ALLIANCE
||:"”{.II”1_'H\; Aveniie
Rochester New York 14607

Menday & Friday 9-5pm

-|-|.||."-I.|..|.I|I Thut !.l.i.l.}' Q8- 1[“!:11

I* 585-244-8640
F 585-244-8246
infog@outallianee.org

OutAlliance.org

Conlenls: June 2020

12

Antbepry Waniey wEhou o, | eoubd sisl thek thel
e rg wems hoerihly | e abily weorsg with
ma weifil, | e el broben, srd | em onol slonaed

B Bamcicers Jirvpeal N gives ma sirengih o sl
wharavet | wani wnd Teel good basng eyl

S b lorn i M | e b hatd 10 D ol el
s whansl wivo | @m0 thal offeer s ey ros
ey’ re el alnrem

Jwrrry Fugon mirun Everpone shouid Ge el for
win They sie My o sl spaie od ey foends e |
10 celnbrsin wha we o8 wnd seergors wih us

 Shoma tinte r7hoe 8 b o men stum |
Why Pride
Is Important

Remembering

Pulse

Also in this issue:

Stacis Houghtalng Becsuss § gevs my chidian
arul hee place wivers Thary 1ol acc apted by
sornacr (st (han me

Haathar Mew 0 book me thees oe sies 10 Comas
™ wnd e halll of P ol aheosillivsg 8 Brons thes
romriiospm v orm Fujaey il

Danta Fraguada s whese | inally svw how
ey LIGAT » paaple achuaslly bve in oy ees | e

o ity iy Pl § ety Poodm e dugmes b
ol Pl 1§ w0 Bvely acdd Bum 1o seel | Dee

P w st

Lokt & L yren Diod gen s o] of it | am ana
IMMJMIHM}MMHHH Al |
erurm Bhwsl | P i COrmemani 1

"And Not Everybodh

Has That"

4 Dear Reader

8 Community News

9 Gallery Q
10 |—|i.-ih1r:|.-' L orner
21 Program Updare
32 Book Review

33 Crearive Writing

34 Your Health Matters
36 Book Review

37 GnawRocs

38 Kyle's Bed & Breakfast

EC | Juna 2020



Contributors

EVELYM BAILEY (she/her) is an educator.
pnliticql activist and historan. Evn:]}.'n 15 the
execurive producer of the Shoulders To Stand
On Documentary, chair of the Rainbow
Dhialogues, and Our Alliance scaff historian.
She wrires a monthly column for the Empry
Closer and never ceases in her relentless
dererminarion to preserve our history,

STEPHANIE R.C. HARAGEOMES (she/her)
has advocated for the I.HHTEE community for
over hfteen years, and is wnrking teverishly to
publish her same-sex romance novel, Burne
Bliss. She works in childcare, and graduated
from SUNY Placesburgh in 2012 wich a B.A.
in art and theatre, She and her husband live
with their two cats in the South Wedge,

BRAYAN MICHIELSEN (he/him) is a student in
the creative writing program ar Monroe
Community College. He mainly writes ficrion,
but enjoys writing in other forms too. He is the
Literary Editor for Cabbages & Kings, an
award-winning lierary magazine at MCC. He
in pursuing an MFEA in creative writing with

hopes to teach in the future, His work has placed second for the
Langlois Ficron Award and appears in Eggshells, Sink Hollow,
and at bryanmichielsen.com.

BRADEN C. REESE (he/him) 15 a proud
Rocheseer cransplant
Syracuse and grew up in Oneida, New York -
but considers the Flower Ciey his “chosen
home.” Braden graduated from SUNY College
at Oswego with a B.A, in Political Science, He
began as a programming volunteer ar Out
Alliance in 2017 and was hired onto staff as Center Manager in
201B. He currently serves as Program Manager and SAGE
Coordinator.

¥

who was born in

MAX STERN (hefhim) grew up the
Rochester area (Brighton), and is currendly a
Junior ar che University of Rochester double
majoring in Business and History, and
studying for his LSA'T's in order to go to Law
School in the coming years. His family is very
involved in the Rochester community, and
Max hopes to continue their legacy of doing good for the city

which is so near and dear to our hearts,

"‘-..__‘_\“-‘

TIM HAMMOND (he/him) s a Rochester
native now livin_ﬂ in Palm Springs, CA. Asa
young man, he was a prominent community
activist involved in  Dignity/Integrity, a
co-founder of AIDS Rochester, co-founder
of PELAG/Rochester, and a Vinnie Cup
recipient. After moving to San Francisco in
1983 and working for several years ar the UCSF AIDS Healch
project, he became involved in the issue of geniral curting of
children, pursuing this passion under the pseudonym Tim
Hammond.

REILLY HURST (she/her, rthey/them)
Foodie from age ?[wh:n she sauteed zucchin
in butter and dill), has lived in many g_nnd
places to eat: Cape Cod, San Diego, the Bay
Area, Portland. Now in Rochester, she
believes thar whar you raste now is the

beginning of a renewed integrated Rochester

revolution,

TED MORRIS (he/him) is a Registered
Professional Murse (RMN) and 2
self-proclaimed community change agent,
He currencly resides in his hometown of
Rochester, Mew York where hie serves as an
Assistant Director of MNursing for a local
healeh care company. He has a wealth of
knowledge and work experience including not-for-profic
management, grant-writing, service eoordination and nursing.

ALEX SANCHEZ (he/him) s the author of
the American Library Association "Best
Book for Young Adules”, Rainbow Boys, and
the Lambda Award-winning S50 Hard ro Say.
His debue graphic novel, You Brought Me
the Ocean, hits stores in June 2020.

LYNDA WOLTERS {5|n:.-"|u'|':l is a FHerce
advocate of the LGBTQ+ communiry, As the
mother of a gay son raised in an
ultra-conservarive pocker of America, Lynda
became a champion for him and others in the
LGBTQ+ community. Using her voice and
willingness ro step ourside her privilege, she is
helping to ensure people in the LGBTQ+ are respected as humans.
She is an acrive participant in ensuring thar equalicy and
nondiscrimination become the standard.

EC | June2020 &



A cut by any other name:

A deep-dive interview with ethicist Brian D. Earp (Part 2)

BY TIM HAMMORND

Whether called circumeision or murilation, there's common gmunv:l to be cxplﬂrcd between

geniral curting of boys, girls and intersex children.

May 7, 2020 marks the 8th annual Worldwide Day of Genital Autonomy This day
commemorates the 2012 landmark decision by a German court recognizing thar boys have the
same right to bodily integrity and self-determination currently enjoyed under German law by girls,
Rochester native Tim Hammond interviews a leading medical ethicist on these intersecting issues

and their relevance to the LGBTQI movement.

The LGBTQI+ community knows religious freedom’ is
often used to rationalize actions that huet others. You've
spoken about this issue before as it applies o geniral
cutting,' Where should society draw the line?

It helps to think abour this in terms of who has power and who
is vulnerable. This is something that feminises and those working
in queer and gender scudies often rightly remind us to do, People
whio've been mistreared because of cheir g-rndtr' 'Lu.irurir].r or sexual
oriencation are well aware of what it's like for those with power to
set the rules for those withour ir.

The tension here is chat, in Western societies, when gcniu]
cutting is done for religious reasons, it's in minority Muslim or
Jewish communities. And people are quite rightly concerned
about the potential mistreatment of these groups, given their
minoricy starus and historical abuses. But there is also a power
asymmetry within those communities: adules over children,

When we're trying to be consistent in considering whose
interests we should go our of our way to protect, it should be the
most vulnerable: those who cannot fight or even speak for
themselves. So even within minority religious communities, it's
thie infanes and children who are most vulnerable.

S0 where do we draw the line? There's a rension here, roo.
Western societies have already made up cheir minds that there
should be no r:liginus exceprion For female g:nit.'tl cutting
(FGC), no matter how minor or sterilized. Even a “ritual nick”
that does not remove tissue is considered morally and legally
impermissible. Many boys raised in religious communities grow
up to ask why their own genitals did not deserve the same
protection as that of their sisters.

You created a diagram reflecting the spectrum of human
genitalia, How does that bear on this issue?

In utero, all of us l'hcgin with a scructure chat becomes eicher a
cliroris or a penis, This structure normally diverges, in response
to hormones during teral development, into either a l:irg:r, more
external structure with a central urechra (penis) or a more
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internal strucrure with a small part that's visible outside the body
(cliroris). In some intersex cases, this organ is equally a small
penis and/or a large clitoris.

So here is the issue, Since medically unnecessary female = bue
not male — genital curting is illegal in Western societies, no
matter how minimal, you have ro draw a line around which
tissues are “female” for purposes of the law. Bur with some
intersex children, there is no decerminare answer to whether the
tissue is male or female. The line is arbitrary.

In general, the law should not be making sex-based
distincrions. That was Ruth Bader Ginsbergs whole career,

making that argument. So, for example, there is no “female
assault” and "male assaule.” There is just assaulr.
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Comparisen of buman genital development in utero and at birth



Recently, a federal judge struck down the U.S, law prohibiting
female gl:n[::ll mutilation’ or FGM. He :Lrgu:d that n:cdin:nﬂv
unnecessary, non-consensual cureing of female genitalia, no
martter how minor, and even if done for r:liginus reAs0ns, was
already illegal ar the stare level as a form of physical assault. Since
the federal government doesn’t have authority over stave-level
criminal marrers, che FGM law was unconsrirurional,

The kind of curring ar stake in the case was ritual pricking or
nicking, possibly partial removal of che clitoral foreskin. This is
something done for explicitly religious reasons by members of the
Dawoodi Bohra, an Islamic sece thar pracrices gender-inclusive
“eircumcision.” In other words, they circumcise both boys and
girls, only the form done o girls is less severe than the form done
to I!'H.'In':,-'l. This creates a serious pmblrm bor current |cg',1[
understandings.

Basically, if non-consensual pricking of the clivoral foreskin for
rr[ig;iuuu. FEASONS 15 pi!rlic;]. assaule, then non-consensual removal
of the entire penile foreskin for similar reasons in the same
community must also be physical assaule.

At what paint does a small penls (legal to cut)
become a large clitoris (ilegal to cut)?
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This raises a conflict between the parents’ right to religious
freedom and the inherent right of their child to bodily
integrity. Especially for Jewish and Muslim parents, what
options are available?

This is not really my place to comment since | am not a
n:[lgiuun. scholar, nor am I Jewish or Muslim. This is mm:thing
Jewish and Muslim communities will need to grapple with
themselves. 1 will say that, since the late 19805, more Jewish
parents in the US, lsrael and elsewhere have opted for a
wc[mrn'lng ritual for their sons that includes prayers, humwing
upon the child cheir Hebrew name, and so on, bur no geniral
cutting. Brit Shalom™ is gaining popularity in Jewish families
who want to both celebrite this mtual and protect their son's
bodily integrity. A further advantage is chat girls can undergo the
same ceremony, also withour cutting, so it promotes gender
eqquality within the religion.

Within lslam, the simarion varies. As [ mentioned, some
Muslim communities “circumeise” both sons and d:lutﬂ'lr:n {a

rather different route ro gender equality). The Quran proper
doesn't mention male or female circumcision. Both are
mentioned in the Hadith, however, which are supplemental
scriprures believed to be a record of words and actions of the
prophet Mohammed. On some interprerations, borh male and
female circumecision are recommended, but neicher is ni:l]:igamr}'.
Different secrs draw different conclusions. Bur there is no
specific age ar which either form is supposed to be done, So, there
is some movement among more progressive Muslims to say thae
each individual should decide for hersell or himsell when old
enough to underscand the risks and consequences.””  Bur the
conversation about this is really just beginning.

Europe is scruggling to treat boys and girls equally under
existing human rights conventions regarding genital cutting
customs. Swedish professor Sara Johnsdotrer stared:
“Sooner or later; European societies need to respond to the
following questions ... Why should girls not enjoy the same
opportunities as boys o be incorporated into cultural and
religious communities through a ritual involving minor
cutting of their genitals? Why should boys not have the same
legal protection as girls against non-medically motivared
alterations of their genitals?”*! Your thoughes?

Sara is a brilliane scholar, She's right thar this is the question
facing legal scholars and palicy makers. Some defenders of rirual
MGC are aware that chis is the dilemma they face. They wane to
keep such MGC legal, so they've published arguments in
bioethics and law journals recommending thar we should now
tolerate whae rhey n'g:rd as minor Forms of FGC, |n|:|u-.'ii|1g
non-consensual excision of the clitoral foreskin and even
medically unnecessary labiapasey.™

I eredic chese authors for COnsIsEency in their Arguments. II.!'IL"F
really believe it's morally OK eo cut off a considerable amount of
genital rissue from a non-consenting male child withour medical
necessity, for religious reasons or indeed any reason (chere is no
way to tell the “real” parental motive). It follows that it should be
OK to remove comparatively less genital tissue from a
non-consenting female child for comparable reasons,

"...[S]ocieties need to respond to the ,’
following questions ...

Why should girls not enjoy the same
opportunities as boys to be
incorporated into cultural and
religious communities through a ritual
involving minor cutting
of their genitals? Why should boys not
have the same legal protection as girls
against non-medically motivated
alterations of their genitals?
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My own view is thar, morally speaking, we shouldn’t rake a
sharp object to the genitals of any non-consenting person if it
isn't medically necessary. We don't know whar religion they're
going ro grow up ro endorse. Imagine a Christian parent
tattooing a cross on their child’s body to permanentdy "mark”
them as a member of the faith. Most people would see this as
obwviously unethical.

How this should be handled legally is a very complicated
question. | don't know if eriminal law is the most appropriace
way of changing social norms char are deeply entrenched. Bur |
do know thar the law cannor sustain a sex-based distincrion for
much longer,

Should human rights organizations in the LGBTQI+
movement take a position on social customs involving
childhood genital cortingf If so, why, and whar should thar
position be?

There's a steong tradicion within the LGBTOQI+ communiry
of advocaring for freedom of choice for people to live in theis
bodies and express their sexualicy in a way that conforms o their
own identicies and values. Intervening in a sexualized parr of 2
child's body before they even have sexual feelings or the ability o
form a preference abour how their body should look or funcrion
is conerary to thar general picture,

«[I]ntervening in a sexualized part of a
child's body before they even have
sexual feelings or any ability to form a
preference about how their body should
look or function is contrary to a
long-standing core ethical commitment

of LGBTQI+ activism.
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Anything more you'd like ro say in closing?

We should acknowledge thar parents overwhelmingly want
whar's good for their children. Thar's erue of parents who choose
genital curting for their sons, daughrers, or intersex children,
believing it's necessary for their furure well-being. We musin't
vilify parents or accuse them of bad motives. | think whar's
needed is consciousness-raising, Every communiry can work ro
help parents understand thar the best thing they can do for their
child with respect to this very privare part of their body is to leave
the choice for them.,

Brian D, Earp is Research Fellow ar the Uehiro Cencre for
Pracrical Echics ar che University of Oxford and Associare
Direcror of the Yale-Haseings Program in Ethics and Healeh
Paolicy. Twirter: @briandavidearp

Tim Hammond (aka Tim Sally) is 2 Rochester narive now
living in Palm Springs, CA. As an independent researcher he
published two extensive surveys of men who suffer lifelong
adverse physical, sexual, emorional or psychological ourcomes
from childhood

CireHarmSurvey@gmail.com

infant or circumcision. Email;
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